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Policy 

 

One of the primary roles of the Honolulu Ethics Commission is to maintain and improve public 

confidence in government officials and employees. One of the ways in which it fulfills that role 

is by communicating with the public through the news media. The purpose of a news release 

from the Commission is to summarize and communicate to the public the important positions or 

actions taken by the Commission, as well as their impact on the public and the integrity of city 

government and city officials. 

 

Procedure 

 

The following procedures will be followed as reasonably practicable: 

 

1. Media interaction will aim to educate and inform the public and city workforce about 

the City ethics program, including the standards of conduct governing the work of 

City officers and employees, ethics training, legislation, statistics and Commission 

priorities. 

 

2. In news releases about formal advisory opinions and findings, staff should refrain 

from interpreting the opinions and findings. However, it is permissible to extrapolate 

from advisory opinions or findings of the Commission to comment on how those 

opinions or findings may affect future hypothetical situations. 

 

3. All media enquiries should be directed to the Executive Director/Legal Counsel 

("EDLC"). The EDLC will respond in the normal course. At the earliest reasonable 

opportunity, the EDLC will inform the Commission members by email of the content 

of comments made to the media. To avoid confusion and potentially contradictory 

information, Commission members and staff should not communicate with media on 

behalf of the Commission. However, Commission members and staff are permitted to 

comment publicly in their individual capacities. 

 

4. Comments in a news release shall be attributed to either the Commission or the 

Commission staff, as consistent with the statement being reported. 
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5. All written media communications shall be sent to the following, in order: 

• Commission members 

• Complainant(s) and respondent(s), if applicable 

• City Administration (mayor, managing director, cabinet) 

• Councilmembers 

• Media 

• Members of the public who have asked to receive Commission news releases 

• Departmental administrative service officers 

• Any other Requestor 


